and Zygmunt himself worried considerably as to what
his attitude should be. For a while he considered the
establishment of a national church independent of
Rome, after the example of his father's contemporary,
Henry VIII of England. He wavered between this
extreme and his dictum "I am not king of your
consciences ", but finally accepted the decrees of the
Council of Trent in 1564 and welcomed the Jesuits to
Poland to launch a counter-reformation in 1565. He
was, however, fundamentally a liberal and tolerant
man and king.

In the broader field of foreign relations three
important events crowned his arms and diplomacy.
In 1561, Livonia, the Latvia of today, at its own
request became a duchy subject to the Polish crown.
Zygrnunt's nine years' war with Ivan the Terrible
of Muscovy ended favourably for Poland in 1571.
But this struggle, one now sees, was only the first
great war with this rising power, later to expand
and become Russia, and was really indecisive.

Zygmunt's third great victory, one of peace, was
the securing of the final and complete union of
Lithuania with Poland in 1569, referred to in Polish
history as the Union of Lublin, Only by this union
could Lithuania save itself from Muscovy, and the
advantages of culture and privilege which this act
brought to Lithuania doubled its value. From then
on there was just one country, Poland, with its
parliaments meeting no more separately at Wilno
and Cracow, but after 1569 in Warsaw, which became
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